Letter from Lord Neill to Andrew Lansley CBE MP, dated 11 October 200 

Andrew Lansley CBE MP 
Shadow Minister for the Cabinet Office 
House of Commons 
London 
SW1A OAA 

11 October 2000 

Thank you for your letter of 19 September. I have now had the opportunity to discuss it with my Committee. 

You ask whether the Committee will undertake a specific investigation into the circumstances surrounding the donations made or offered to the Labour Party by Mr Ecclestone and the advice which I gave to the Labour Party’s General Secretary in November 1997. 

The answer is that the Committee will not undertake any such investigation with the wider objective which you describe, as it is not empowered to do so. The then Prime Minister, John Major, made it clear when he announced the establishment of the Committee in 1994 that our remit does not extend to investigating individual allegations of misconduct. 

In this exceptional case, before we began our enquiry into the funding of political parties, and indeed before we had received the precise terms of our remit for that study, I gave advice to the Labour Party on a matter which required a speedy response. In order to ensure that the public had access to the correct information, I made my letter publicly available at the time. I believe that openness is an important safeguard in such circumstances, enabling the public to judge for themselves. This, I believe, is the way in which to prevent any misleading impressions from gaining currency and to ensure that any misinterpretations are corrected. 

Lord Neill of Bladen QC 

Letter from Andrew Lansley CBE MP to Lord Neill, dated 19 September 2000 

As from Andrew Lansley CBE MP 

19 September 2000 

Dear Lord Neill 

In 1997, you were approached by the then Labour Party General Secretary, Tom Sawyer, for advice concerning a possible second donation to the Labour Party from Bernie Ecclestone. 

It has been alleged in extracts, published today, from a forthcoming book ‘Servants of the People’ by Andrew Rawnsley, that the approach to you was designed to offset media inquiries, and concerned the question of a second donation, but failed to disclose the size of the first donation. 

It is further alleged that the Prime Minister and the Chancellor of the Exchequer misled the public over their knowledge of the donation (in the latter case) and their motivation in seeking your advice (in the Prime Minister’s case). 

I understand that it is not within the remit of your Committee to investigate individual complaints. In this specific case, however, the way in which your advice was sought and used by Ministers and the Labour Party has drawn the authority of your Committee into question. 

It is clear furthermore that new disclosures show to a greater extent than before that the basis on which your advice was sought and the way in which public statements were made by Ministers, were designed to mislead the media and the public over the circumstances of the original Ecclestone donation, the influence over Labour policy on tobacco advertising which resulted, and the circumstances in which a second donation from Mr Ecclestone was solicited. 

I am therefore writing to ask if your committee will undertake a specific investigation into the circumstances of this affair, with the wider objective of establishing what role it is proper for your committee to play in offering advice on the application of standards in public life. 

Yours sincerely 

Andrew Lansley CBE MP 

