Letter from Michael Fabricant MP to Lord Neill, dated 19 February 2001 
19 February 2001 
I was shocked to learn that the Lord Chancellor had written to a number of senior lawyers inviting them to contribute money to Labour Party election funds. 
There is a thin dividing line between the rle of Lord Chancellor as head of the Judiciary and that of a party politician. By seeking political funds, I believe the Lord Chancellor has crossed that Line and whether it be the case or not, many will now no longer see him as a politically neutral figure at a time when he makes senior judicial appointments. Justice must be seen to be done – whatever the actuality. As a consequence of the Lord Chancellor’s recent actions, the very reputation of our politically neutral court system has been thrown into doubt. 
I feel that there needs to be clearer guidelines concerning the rle of the Lord Chancellor in general and this Lord Chancellor in particular. Accordingly, I request that this matter be investigated by you at the earliest opportunity.  
Michael Fabricant MP 
Michael Fabricant Esq MP 
House of Commons 
London 
SW1A 0AA 
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22 February 2001 
Thank you for your letter of 19 February. 
You ask whether the Committee will undertake an investigation into the role of the Lord Chancellor and into the recent conduct of the current holder of that office. As to the second part of your inquiry, the answer is that we are not in a position to do so. We have no remit to investigate individual allegations of misconduct, as has been the case since the Committee was founded by John Major in 1994. 
As regards the role of the Lord Chancellor in general, this raises issues of major constitutional importance, and, as such, in my view, goes far wider than the remit of a standards committee. 
As you have published your letter, I am making this letter publicly available. 
Lord Neill of Bladen QC 

